Mountain West Review by Utah State University
Utah State University 
DigitalCommons@USU 
The Utah Statesman Students 
Spring 2016 
Mountain West Review 
Utah State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers 
Recommended Citation 
Utah State University, "Mountain West Review" (2016). The Utah Statesman. 428. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/newspapers/428 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Students at DigitalCommons@USU. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Utah Statesman by an 
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For 













Roll 360 Bluetooth Speaker
Fitbit flex
HOW TO ENTER:
1. GO TO USUSTATESMAN.COM/BRACKETS
2. Sign in by using Facebook connect or register for an account.
3. Create or join a group.
4. Challenge your friends to play.
5. Login and save your picks by Thursday, March 17th at 10 A.M.
6. Post a creative photo of your USU bracket on social media using 
     #USUBRACKETS to enter our photo contest.












South Dakota St. 12
Hawai'i 13






















































Both the Aggie men’s and women’s basketball teams lost in the 
second round of the conference tournament last week, but how 
did their seasons go? Take a look back at USU’s performance this 
season and look ahead to next season.
Page 2
Get up and shout:
The USU Cheer Squad traveled to Las 
Vegas to support the teams, that’s not 
all they did though. Read about their 
trip and their special service project. 
Page 5
Tourney turnout:
Fan turnout at the  Mountain West 
Tournament for Utah State was low, 









1 -  USU Cheer Squad
2 -  Tijana Djukic
3-  Funda Nakkasoglu 
4 -  Jalen Moore
5 -  Chris Smith
6 -  Antoina Robinson
7 - Shane Rector
It’s difficult to have a discussion about the 
2015-16 season for Utah State men’s basketball 
without using the word adversity.
Just days before the season began, start-
ing forward David Collette decided to depart 
for redder pastures — Collette’s destination 
was not known at the time, but he eventually 
announced his intentions to transfer to the 
University of Utah.
The loss of the 2014-15 third-team 
all-Mountain West forward left a 6-foot-8, 
220-pound hole in the middle of the USU 
starting lineup. Junior Lew Evans, sophomore 
Elston Jones and freshman Quinn Taylor filled 
the role admirably, but the Aggies – picked in 
the MW preseason poll to finish third in the 
conference – grappled with the loss for the 
duration of the year.
Unexpectedly losing one of its top players 
so close to the beginning of the season would 
have a negative impact on any team, but for a 
team in transition with a rookie head coach in 
Tim Duryea and a number of new additions to 
the roster, the change proved too much to fully 
overcome.
Utah State finished the regular season 7-11 
in the MW and ninth in the standings. A sec-
ond-round loss in the conference tournament 
left the Aggies at 16-15 overall on the year.
Much of the adversity the team faced, how-
ever, was self-imposed.
Many times during the season, the Aggies 
allowed costly runs to the opponents in the 
opening minutes of the second period. In six of 
the 11 MW losses, USU held a lead at halftime.
The oft-repeated runs were usually trig-
gered by some combination of stagnant of-
fense, turnovers and poor defense – frequently 
all three.
The final game of the regular season, an 
86-85 home loss to Fresno State, seemed to 
summarize the disappointment of the season. 
Fresno St. beat San Diego State in the confer-
ence tournament and earned a bid to the NCAA 
tournament.
“Extremely frustrating loss,” Duryea said 
after the game. “When you talk about losing a 
basketball game, the first thing you have to do 
is not beat yourself, and we beat ourselves in 
every possible way imaginable, both physically 
and mentally … This was a first-class lesson in 
beating yourself, in every conceivable way.”
The Aggies held an 18-point lead late in the 
first half of that game, but the Bulldogs cut the 
lead to single-digits less than five minutes into 
the second period.
The comeback was aided in large part by 
18 USU turnovers, which led to 27 points off 
turnovers and 21 fast break points for Fresno 
State. The Bulldogs scored 55 points in the 
second half.
The promising first-half play USU showed 
so often added to the vexation surrounding the 
team. The Aggies competed with every team 
USU leaves room for improvement
By Thomas Sorenson
SENIOR WRITER
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Quinn Taylor goes up for a contested shot during USU’s 71-65 loss to San Diego State on Thursday. Taylor was a walk-on redshirt freshman this season 
who started 12 games  and averaged 14.6 minutes per game.2
in the conference at different points, but took 
themselves out of games with mental mistakes.
There was some evidence early in the 
season that focus would be a concern for the 
Aggies, however.
Utah State lost its first exhibition game 
since 2007 in a 77-60 loss to the Otters of 
Division II Cal State Monterey Bay in early 
November.
“It’s a lack of effort, a lack of energy,” 
Collette said after the game, just days before 
he told Duryea he was leaving the team. “They 
came here ready to play and we weren’t. It’s 
that simple.”
Magnifying the surprise of the exhibition 
loss was that it happened in the former-
ly-daunting confines of the Spectrum. The 
Aggies finished just 10-6 at home this season, 
a record that was even inflated by three wins 
against lower-quality opponents in the Gossner 
Foods tournament just before Christmas.
The true roller coaster of the season began 
a week after that tournament when the Aggies 
entered MW play.
Utah State began with a road victory over 
San Jose State before consecutive home losses 
to San Diego State and Boise State and a blow-
out loss at New Mexico. The team climbed back 
to .500 with a strong home win against Air 
Force and a road victory over Colorado State, 
but a five-game losing streak dropped the Ag-
gies to the cellar of the conference.
The team again rebounded, however, win-
ning four of the next six games, before the final 
loss to Fresno State pushed the Aggies from 
seventh in the conference to ninth.
For a team expecting to finish near the top 
of the standings, a losing record in conference 
was a severe disappointment. Still, even after 
the frustrating losses, USU showed determina-
tion to compete and carried that into the MW 
tournament.
The Aggies dominated Wyoming 88-70 in 
the first round in Las Vegas on Wednesday. In 
the second round, USU pushed SDSU to the 
very edge, falling in the final seconds to the 
tournament’s top seed, 71-65.
“I’m smart enough to know that this is 
a very well-coached team that desperately 
wanted to play,” said SDSU coach Steve Fisher 
after the game on Thursday. “We played them 
two years ago here and they were ready to go 
home. Today they said, ‘We’re going to win this 
tournament.’ … They’ve lost some tough, close, 
hard-fought games and they didn’t hang their 
head.”
The two games in Las Vegas showed en-
couraging signs for the team going into next 
season.
Duryea made a shift to the starting lineup 
prior to the contest against Wyoming, giving 
the nod to junior guard Shane Rector. The 
change worked as Rector scored a career-high 
24 points against the Cowboys and led the 
Aggies in assists over the two games.
Junior wing Jalen Moore led the team in 
rebounds during the tournament and matched 
Rector’s 35 points over the two games. He also 
finished second in assists and played every 
minute of both games.
Rector and Moore have been relatively 
consistent producers for USU throughout the 
season (Moore led the team in scoring and re-
bounding and finished second in steals, blocks, 
assists and 3-point shots made while earning 
third-team all-MW honors this season). It was 
the production of the role players, however, 
that shows the most promise for the future.
Evans was critical to the Aggies’ perfor-
mance against SDSU, registering 15 points, 
seven rebounds and a mention in the post-
game press conference from Fisher for the pres-
sure he put on the Aztec defense.
Jones was also strong in the interior, pick-
ing up two blocks in each game after averaging 
just half a block per game this season. Soph-
omore wing Julion Pearre had an impressive 
tournament, averaging 13 points per game 
while shooting more than 60 percent from the 
field and more than 40 percent from deep.
“When Julion plays well, we play well,” 
Duryea said. “He’s really learned and become 
a better player. He penetrates. He gets it on 
the glass when he should and most of the time 
he makes a play for his teammate when he 
should.”
Ultimately, the 2015-16 season will be re-
membered as a year of unfulfilled expectations, 
but with tantalizing tastes of the promise of the 
future. The Aggies proved they can be compet-
itive in the MW conference and, in spite of the 
difficult struggles they had to overcome, bat-
tled until the very last moments of the season.
For the season, Moore averaged 15.2 points 
with 6.0 rebounds and 2.6 assists per game. 
Senior guard Chris Smith, the only other 
double-digit scorer on the team, averaged 15 
points while shooting 49 percent from the floor 
and 45 percent from three. He joined Moore on 
the all-MW third-team this season.
Rector averaged 9.3 points while leading 
the team in assists with 3.3 per game and 
steals with just more than one per game. 
Senior guard Darius Perkins started all but 
the two tournament games and averaged 6.7 
points on 42 percent shooting from the floor 
and 40 percent from deep.
Evans led the team in offensive rebounds 
and finished just behind Moore for total 
rebounds. He averaged 8.4 points per game 
while shooting 41 percent from the floor and 
36 percent from 3-point range.





dribbles past an 
Aztec defender in the 
Thomas and Mack 
Center in Las Vegas 
during the Mountain 
West Tournament  
on Thursday. Smith 
was the leading 
scorer for the Aggies 
during the regular 
season and averaged 
15 points per game 
overall. He also shot 
49.4 percent from 
the field on the year. 
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‘Not tapping out’
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Funda Nakkasoglu splits between two defenders en route to a 66-62 loss to Fresno State on March 8 in the Mountain West Tournament. Nakkasoglu averaged 20.8 points per game this season. 
The Utah State women’s basketball team 
finished the 2015-2016 season 14-17, a big 
step up from the 8-23 record of the season 
before.
While much improved, USU still finished 
with a losing record and the season ended with 
a 55-47 loss to Fresno State, the Aggies third 
loss to the Bulldogs in 18 days.
“It’s frustrating,” said USU head coach 
Jerry Finkbeiner. “At the same time it’s a classic 
difference between a senior-junior driven 
team and a team that’s just trying to get there. 
We have a high character team. It’s very, very 
young, and I really look forward to coaching 
these girls next year.”
Utah State got most of its production from 
sophomore guard Funda Nakkasoglu. Join-
ing Nakkasoglu in the starting was usually a 
combination of three freshmen and another 
sophomore. Occasional starts by senior bigs 
Julianne Anchling and Tijana Djukic brought 
some experience to the Aggie roster but most 
of the games, seniors came off the bench.
Nakkasoglu was the go-to scorer for Utah 
State. She averaged 20.8 points per game, 
good enough to be ranked No. 21 nationally. 
Nakkasoglu was also ranked second in the na-
tion in free throws made, she finished with 197 
made out of 224 attempted. 
By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR
“Coming in I knew teams were going to try 
to stop me,” Nakkasoglu said after the team’s 
win over Nevada on Monday. “My teammates 
helped me a whole lot. They set screens for 
me, and they run the open lanes for me, which 
opens the court up for me personally, when I’m 
coming down in transition.” 
Nakkasoglu also finished top 100 in min-
utes played, minutes per game, total points, 
field goals made, assists per game, free-throw 
percentage and assist-to-turnover ratio. 
As expected from any young team, the sea-
son started off slowly. USU started conference 
play with a 5-6 record, most of its losses com-
ing from Big Sky teams. Once Mountain West 
play began, USU gained momentum with each 
game and ended up winning it’s first game in 
the MW tournament against Nevada.
“This is a fun group of young ladies,” Fink-
beiner said. “We have very little baggage, very 
little drama. It’s just a good group, it’s fun to 
coach. It’s fun to see them develop and get this 
first win in the tournament.”
After the win, Finkbeiner compared his 
team to UFC fighter Holly Holm, whom the 
team trained with while on a road trip during 
the season.
“We don’t want everyone to tap out,” he 
said. “We had a lot of respect for Holly Holm. 
She was going down and never did tap out. 
Conor McGregor, he tapped out. Holly Holm 
didn’t. Talking about Miesha Tate, how she got 
Holly in a choke and with all her might didn’t 
let go. We’re using some of that stuff in the 
tournament.”
Next year, the Aggies only lose three seniors 
and bring back two juniors, three sophomores 
and seven freshmen. Five of the freshmen play-
ers saw meaningful minutes during the season 
and in the tournament, which helped to take 
all the pressure off of Nakkasoglu.
“They get open. They shoot the open 
layup,” Nakkasoglu said. “They score, and that 
really helps me, because that means that the 
other defenders have to go out and play on 
them, which opens up the court for me.”
As the players around her develop, Nak-
kasoglu could have an even better season next 
year while helping the team achieve its goal of 
winning a conference championship.
“Funda has more players around her than 
she did last year,” Finkbeiner said after the 
team beat Wyoming on Feb. 6. “I think the sky 
is the limit for Funda. This year she averaged 
21 points per game. Next year, she can do 26. 
This year five or six assists. Who knows how 
high the roof is as we get players around her 
that play well.”
With Nakkasoglu back and a core of young 
players around her, it’s safe to say the Aggies 




Spirit Squad helps kids from elementary in Las Vegas
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
The Utah State Cheer Squad performs a stunt during a USU women’s basketball  game against Nevada on March 7 in Las Vegas.
Every year Utah State University’s cheer 
team sends between 13 to 20 members of its 
members to the Mountain West March Madness 
Tournament in Las Vegas to cheer on the USU 
basketball team.
“We spend all year learning our stunts and 
dances and this is the last time we get to per-
form them,” said Nolan Wilcock, a cheer team 
member attending the tournament for the first 
time this year.
According to Wilcock, the team starts 
looking at who wants to go to the tournament 
a month before it starts and works more as 
individuals and as a team to perfect their per-
formances at the tournament.
During an average practice the cheer squad 
spends 20 minutes warming up, at least 10 
minutes going over their last game, between 1 
to 2 hours practicing stunts and dances, then 
another 20 minutes conditioning. In addition 
to practicing their usual routines, the squad 
had to learn an additional dance that they will 
perform alongside the other cheer squads if the 
USU basketball teams makes it in last bracket.
“I hope we make it to Friday because I real-
ly want to see our team do well,” said Mariah 
Hansen, who is going on this trip for the first 
time as well.
Choosing to go to the tournament isn’t 
always easy since it means that the members 
going could give up most of their Spring Break 
to be there. Those who choose to go, however, 
wouldn’t want to be anywhere else, many said.
“I don’t see why I wouldn’t want to go to 
this tournament. We get an all expense paid 
trip to Vegas to watch sports and throw pretty 
girls around,” Wilcock said.
The Utah State University Spirit Squad 
helped about 400 inner-city kids get new shoes 
and school supplies at the Thomas and Mack 
Center in Vegas on March 11.
Every year during the Mountain West Bas-
ketball Tournament (more commonly known 
as MW March Madness) the spirit squads from 
every team participates in a charity event. This 
year the charity event was provided by the 
Goodie Two Shoes Foundation. 
The foundation collects shoes and socks 
along with school supplies donated by both pri-
vate and corporate companies and gives them 
to disadvantaged kids. It has so far provided 
shoes for around 70,000 kids. For this partic-
ular event 400 inner-city kids were bussed in 
from Ruby Thomas Elementary School and 
given new shoes as well as the chance to watch 
one of the basketball games. 





USU’s Cheer Squad goes to Vegas
Other members of the team agree.
“I love stunting and sports and hanging 
out with these awesome people. I didn’t see 
any reason no to come on this trip,” said Devin 
Patterson, another member of the squad.
On average the entire trip costs between 
$10,000 and $15,000. All expenses are paid for 
the members that come including an allowance 
of $20 a day per person a day. Planning for the 
tournament starts in October.
“The work and money that we put into this 
trip is worth it to support the team,” Tormbley 
said.
In addition to performing at games, the 
USU cheer team also participates in some kind 
of service activity. This year they are helping 
with the Goodie Two Shoes charity, which 
allows intercity kids to pick out new school 
supplies donated by the community.
“This really gives the them (the cheer team) 
a chance to step outside their bubbles and see 
what the world is really like,” Tormbley said.
Although doing charity work and practic-
ing three hours a day to perform at basketball 
games may not be all college students’ dream 
of how they spend spring break, the cheer team 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
“We’re a family and I couldn’t imagine 
spending my Spring Break with anyone else.” 
Wilcock said.
— shaniehoward214@gmail.com
grade, so I really need some new ones,” said 
Andies, a fifth grade student at Ruby Thomas.
The goal of the event included more than 
just getting new shoes to kids who really need-
ed them. 
“This is another way of reaching them to 
get them to see another aspect of college,” said 
Nikki Berti, the founder of the Goodie Two 
Shoes Foundation. 
In a study done by the New York Times it 
was found that less than 30 percent of students 
in the bottom quarter of incomes enroll in a 
four-year college. Among that group, less than 
50 percent graduate. Many of the teachers 
of the Ruby Thomas students hoped that this 
event could help change those numbers for the 
better. 
“This bridges a gap because they see this 
stuff on televisions and in magazines, and it 
helps them understand what it takes to get 
there,” said Govanni Lazzarotto, a fourth grade 
teacher at Ruby Thomas.
The event was organized by having dif-
ferent spirit squads from every school partici-
pating in the tournament take shifts and help 
measure their foot size, then give them six 
new pairs of socks and help them choose new 
shoes. Finally, the kids were able to go through 
and pick out a new backpack as well as some 
fan gear provided by the schools attending. In 
addition, the different squads taught the kids 
some of their cheers as well as helped them do 
different stunts. 
“I think by doing this it provides them a 
good example… it’s also cool that we can put 
the sporting events aside and just help some of 
these kids,” said Blake Germaine, a member of 
the USU Cheer Team. 
As for the kids, the event really helped 
them get excited about going to college one 
day.
“When I go to college I want to play foot-
ball and be a cheerleader and play basketball,” 
said Militza, who is currently a fifth grade 
student at Ruby Thomas Elementary. 
— shaniehoward214@gmail.com 5

The Utah State student section’s chants are 
loud, their shouts are ruthless and they flood to 
games in thousands.
College basketball enthusiasts nationwide 
agree the Aggies’ student section is one of the 
most supportive student sections in the nation. 
Or that it was, anyway.
What was once a massive student section 
has now dwindled to only a handful of Aggie 
fans. At the Mountain West tournament men’s 
and women’s basketball games in Las Vegas 
this week, fewer than 30 students were there 
to shout, “I believe that we will win.”
The student section has been roughly the 
same size for the past four years at the tour-
nament, said Thomas Rogers, USUSA Athletics 
and Campus Rec VP.
“There’s not a giant turnout. It’s been prob-
ably about like this,” he said. “Sophomore year 
there was probably about 60-70 of us, and this 
year there’s maybe 20-30 of us. But back in the 
day there used to be thousands of Aggies.”
Rogers refers to those days, roughly be-
tween 2006 and 2011, as the “glory days” of 
Aggie basketball. The Aggies lost only 2 of 81 
home games in those years, and held one of 
the longest home winning streaks in the nation 
until 2009. During those years, Aggie fans — 
and especially students — heavily showed their 
support.
“There was about a six-year period when 
you couldn’t find a seat in the student section 
to come to a game,” said Randy Robins, a long-
time Aggie fan who graduated from Utah State 
in the 80s. “I mean, they were winning 25 to 
30 games every year. They were so fantastic.”
Casey Hoopes, who attended Utah State 
from 2008-2013, said the student section was 
loud and aggressive.
“I was here during the good years. It was 
awesome,” he said. “Every time you went to a 
game, you could never hear yourself cheering. 
It was all just one sound.”
And the fan support wasn’t just at home 
games: Utah State students traveled to away 
games as well. Hundreds of students showed 
their support at tournaments and road games. 
They referred to themselves as the “Spectrum 
on Wheels.”
But the title didn’t fit the student section 
at the Mountain West Tournament this year, 
Hoopes said.
“It’s not what I’m used to” he said. “Not 
very many Aggies showed up, and I’m disap-
pointed. I shouldn’t be able to hear myself echo 
through the stadium.”
The “Spectrum on Wheels” has disappeared 
partly because the team is winning fewer 
games, Rogers said.
“It’s hard when we don’t win every home 
game to build a fan base,” he said. “It’s simple: 
we do our best to market, but if we win, we get 
By Melanie Fenstermaker
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
PHOTO BY Mark Bell
Student section chants at the beginning of women’s basketball game vs. Fresno State during the Mountain West tournament.
‘Spectrum on wheels’ has a flat
butts in seats.”
Since moving to the Mountain West from 
the Western Athletic Conference in 2013, the 
Aggies have won fewer games. 
But that doesn’t mean students should stop 
attending, said Susanne Hansen, a long-time 
Utah State fan who attended this year’s Moun-
tain West Tournament.
“Win or lose, you should be at a game,” 
she said. “If you want people to win, we need 
people in the stands to support people as well. 
It’s got to be both ways.”
Fan support can affect players’ performance, 
Rogers said.
“The atmosphere is everything,” he said. “It 
gets our boys juiced up and it makes it harder 
for the other team to play. I definitely believe 
that the more fans we get, the better our 
players will play. The more fans we get … the 
easier chance it is for us to win.”
Having a stadium full of Aggie fans at 
tournaments puts the Utah State team at an 
advantage, said Utah State men’s basketball 
coach Tim Duryea.
“(It’s a) big advantage when you feel like 
you’re playing a home game in the tourna-
ment,” he said.
Duryea said he’s been impressed with the 
team’s performance this year in the Mountain 
West tournament, and hopes the “Stadium 
on Wheels” will one day return to show its 
support.
“We hope in the coming years with our 
performance and our team’s chances in the 
tournament, hopefully that we can come and 
overtake this arena someday,” he said.
And students shouldn’t wait for the Aggies 
to start winning again to go to the games, 
Hoopes said.
“You need to come up and show your 
pride,” he said. “Whether they’re winning or 
losing or whatever, they’re your team. They 
need support.”
— melmo12@gmail.com
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